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Glades County Board of County Commissioners

Honorable K.S. "Butch" Jones, Chairman, District 1

PO Box 1018

Moore Haven, FL 33474

February 20, 2007

Dear Honorable K.S. "Butch" Jones,

The Responsible Growth Management Coalition (RGMC) is in opposition to the construction of the proposed coal-fired power plant in Glades County.  We feel that the use of fossil fuels- especially using the proposed technology is out-of date and building such a plant is ill conceived as a long-term strategy to meet our energy needs.  Furthermore, the extraction and transport of coal will most certainly have a negative impact on the quality of life in Southwest Florida and around the globe.  We contend that we can meet our current and future energy needs more safely by adopting strict conservation regulations and developing clean renewable energies including photovoltaics.

We recognize the need to provide energy for our growing population, but feel that constructing this power plant so near the CERP area is not in keeping with the stated goals of that multi-billion dollar project.  While there may be more fuel available, and Glades county will earn tax revenue and a handful of jobs, we do not feel that the benefit is worth the cost due to the fact that the plant is proposed to emit over 180 pounds of deadly mercury, a thousand tons of particulate matter and massive quantities of greenhouse gases into our atmosphere annually.  We feel that these emissions near Lake Okeechobee, the Caloosahatchee River, Fisheating Creek, and the Everglades watersheds hinder our collaborative efforts to improve air and water quality.  

In addition, the transport of coal across the state is not a responsible growth management practice.  The RGMC is concerned over traffic and safety issues caused by coal trains traveling throughout South Florida.  The detriment to the environment, coupled with the health and well being of workers at the source of the coal extraction, and that handful of employees that will be involved in the conversion of this dirty fuel source to electricity will pale in comparison to those exposed to the toxic emissions of this outdated fuel source during its burning.  Coal-fired fuel plants will further degrade current and future residents of Florida’s quality of life.  

In order to address these concerns the RGMC suggests that FPL and Glades County pursue strategies to incentivize energy conservation and the development of renewable clean technologies to meet our energy needs.  For example, there are excellent photovoltaic technologies that we believe can meet the current and future needs of a responsibly managed growing population, providing residents with an alternative to outdated dirty fossil fuel sources.  The Responsible Growth Management Coalition urges you to take advantage of the benefit that will be achieved by providing consumers with leading-edge alternatives to dependence on the precarious “grid” of our current electric supply system.  Homes, powered by photovoltaic, individual energy producing plants that sell back excess energy to the cooperative are a viable and profitable enterprise.  We believe this progressive energy production strategy, linked with rigorous conservation legislation will contribute less to global climate change.  We think it is better than exhausting the last of the dirty fuel source in a futile attempt to meet excessive energy demands.  Adoption of clean fuel technologies will provide economic benefit to those who take on the task, and provide a better quality of life for all.  

In conclusion, we feel that Florida's energy needs can be better met through energy conservation and cleaner power alternatives rather than building a series of coal-fired plants, this first of which could become the largest point source emitter of carbon dioxide in the entire state, especially at this time when there is a worldwide cry to reduce such emissions.  We favor strict conservation incentives and renewable energy strategies to help ensure southwest Florida remains a desirable place to live.  

The Responsible Growth Management Coalition fosters and supports practices that help to ensure that Southwest Florida remains a desirable place to live for all citizens.  We need the assistance of our elected representatives, and business partners to achieve that goal.  Please do your part.

Sincerely, 

David A. Urich

David A. Urich

President, Responsible Growth Management Coalition

www.rgmcswf.org
cc:
Honorable Donna Storter Long Commissioner District 2


Honorable Paul Beck, Commissioner District 3


Honorable Russell Echols, Commissioner District 4


Honorable Robert L. Geisler, Commissioner District 5


Mr. Wendell Taylor, County Manager

…ensuring southwest Florida remains a desirable place to live…
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