
February, 1, 2007

Letter to the editor

The Responsible Growth Management Coalition of Southwest Florida, www.rgmcswf.org, endorses the sentiments and proposals outlined in Ms. Daltry's recent column, including a flow way south for excess Lake O waters. We applaud the recent environmental releases of water into the Caloosahatchee from the Franklin Locks and assert that there needs to be absolute guaranty for a minimum flow of fresh water to the estuary.   The supply must serve the ecosystem and be free from the whims of the water managers.  In addition, we agree with the members of Riverwatch and other local community groups; we must address the fact half the water and pollution is coming from our own watershed, not Lake Okeechobee.

About the RGMC: 

Florida promises a beautiful climate and quality of life, but pressures from the growth economy threaten to destroy this dream. The Responsible Growth Management Coalition (RGMC) fosters and supports practices that help to ensure that Southwest Florida (SWFL) remains a desirable place to live for all citizens. We advocate for sustainable development practices that link growth to appropriate infrastructure, minimize environmental impacts, permanently preserve public space, and provide a safe and accessible lifestyle.  We accomplish this through informed public participation, education, innovation, and litigation.  Working together we can protect and restore SWFL’s quality of life.

Sincerely,

David A. Urich

President, RGMC
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