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February 11, 2007

Dear Editor,
The Responsible Growth Management would like to express concern about the article on Friday (News-Press 2/3/07) blaming lack of releases and high salinity for destroying the freshwater tape grass beds in the Ft Myers area of the Caloosahatchee.  We need to be very careful pointing our fingers at who is to blame for loss of natural resources and habitat in the River.  Extreme events of freshwater discharges and subsequent drought between 1998-2001 likely shocked the system to the point that large grassbeds disappeared.  Recent studies have shown that freshwater with high color/tanin content and low light penetration may be limiting the regrowth of tapegrass. A tapegrass restoration study in 2003 also showed intensive grazing pressure from a variety o f aquatic fauna. In addition, ow concentrations of herbicides have been detected in the River and may also be inhibiting regrowth of tapegrass in the Caloosahatchee. hese herbicides are used on lawns, golf courses, and agricultural fields. While Lake O releases that are out of balance with the natural system clearly stress the system, our own actions are also to blame.  Rather than pointing the finger at “them”, we each need to look at ourselves, become more civically engaged and modify our behaviors to help ensure that southwest Florida remain a desirable place to live.

Sincerely,

David A. Urich

President, Responsible Growth Management Coalition
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