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March 13, 2005

Dear Representative Williams,
The Responsible Growth Management Coalition (RGMC) was founded in 1988 as a response to growing concerns over the impact of burgeoning growth on the environment of Southwest Florida.  The RGMC is comprised of local citizens who are interested in the overall longevity and the health of our region.  In the seventeen years since its inception, the RGMC has been a vocal proponent of environmental protection and responsible growth in Southwest Florida.  We support all efforts to acquire Babcock Ranch and preserve it in perpetuity. We believe this is the most responsible and cost-efficient option.

The RGMC has grave concerns about the notion that 10,000 acres or so of the 91,000 acres of the property could be developed and do not need preservation.  Our future land use maps have already designated other locations for population growth that is greater than can be sustained, as is evidenced by our declining water quality, traffic congestion, lack of schools and insufficient health care resources.  The cumulative impacts of the ongoing development have yet to be assessed and evaluated, and mitigation plans are not yet sufficient to remediate the damage occurring.  Opening any portion of Babcock Ranch to development will be even more detrimental to the tourism and retirement industries of our region.  

The entire property is indeed important, to provide a critical wildlife corridor from Lake Okeechobee to Charlotte Harbor; to help ensure water storage and filtering; to prevent destruction of one of the last remaining natural Florida treasures; to provide recreational opportunities for Southwest Florida’s residents and visitors; and maintain the quality of life and economic vitality for the region.  Even the less environmentally pristine area of the property serves the above functions!  The property will lose invaluable and irreplaceable qualities due to development, regardless of how “low” the density is.  
The tax-paying citizens of RGMC urge legislators to support acquisition of the entire 91,000 acres of Babcock Ranch.  Public money should benefit all Floridians and visitors.

Sincerely,
Eleanor H. Boyd
President
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