ANDREW W.]. DILRGVLIA

Attorney at Law

Miami Maples
“1_: {305] Eﬁé T, (239) 4340840
F: (305) December 10, 2007 F. (239) 434-0940
Michasl D. Wilson Edwolyn Dooley-Higgins

Chief, State and Local Agsistance Programs Chicf, Recreation Programs Branch

wational Park Service (O Code 2225} Wational Park Service

1840 C Strect, NW 1924 Building, 100 Alabama Strest, 5. W,
Washinglon, DC 20240 Atdanta, GA 30303

RE: Land and Water Conservation Fund (“LWCE™) conversion proposal for
Centennial Park, Ft. Myers, Florida.

Dear Mr. Wilson and Ms. Dooley-Higgins:

[ represent @ coalition called the wFriends of the Riverfront”™ in connection with the above
LW conversion application. The reason for the application is 10 facilitate a private
condominium development called *The VUE™ The developer is Throgmartin Development
Corparation, Inc., and you peceived a letter dated 79 November 2007 from Mr. Pettit, who is the
developer’s anotney. responding 10 MY letier of 21 November 2007.

Mr, Pettit seems to think that privale citizens are nol entitled to participate in this pukblic
process, wiich includes eompliance with the NEPA requirements. The underlying LWCE

ent is berween the City. the State of Florida, and NS, and the agreement clenrly
mandates that the Park remain dedicated for public use until MPS approves the conversion
application. Apparently, Mr. Pettit believes his client has greater extitlement 10 the application
and Park than the public. Ewven though the City, in my opinian, has already illegally converted
part of the Park for privaie use, We will ot retreat from our pasition that we hive as much a right
43 the developer, if not more, w participate 10 this ptocess. You will note that Circuit Court
Judge Winesett, in the order that 1 previoushy provided to you, validuted this position oti page 13:
“ yherefore it is a departure from the essentil requirements of the law for the City 10 approve
{he VUE project without NPS approval.” Even if the District Courl reverses her decision, we
<till have the Tight to participale under Federal law,

Therefare, we will continue 1o request snformation from NES, and we will Pm‘ltlnul: to
provide information 10 NT'S. which T trust you will not stisrepard” at the urging of the
developer's attormey.

Thank you Very much for your cooperation.
S:LWHW
ANDREW DICKMAN

c:  Michael W, Pertit, Esq. (counsel for Throgmartin)
Grant Alley, Esd. (eounsel for City of Ft. hiyers)
Sysan Brantely, Esa. (counsel for FDEY)
The Honorable ill MeCollum, Florida Attorne¥ General
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