October 22, 2004

Ms. Colleen Castille, Secretary

Florida Department of Environmental Protection

3900 Commonwealth Boulevard

Tallahassee, Florida 32399-3000

Re: Florida Department of Environmental Protection draft amendments to Chapter 18-21, Florida Administrative Code (F.A.C.)

Dear Secretary Castille,

On behalf of these organizations and the hundreds of thousands of collective members we represent, the undersigned organizations urge the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) to suspend rule-making because the proposed rule language changes are vague and overly broad; are contrary to the public interest at large; and place Florida's publicly owned resources at a significant and unnecessary risk.  We request the DEP suspend rule-making until net environmental impacts (including negative impacts) to natural resources that the proposed rule changes will have are qualified and quantified.  At a minimum, an environmental impact assessment should be done and a panel of independent scientific experts should be convened to examine and verify assessment findings.  

An environmental impact assessment is necessary to clearly demonstrate the need and scientifically justify growth over publicly owned sovereignty submerged lands.  Any such study should include adequate criteria, monitoring, and assessment methodology; projections for all categories of future use; cumulative impacts of the expected increase of vessels on the aquatic environment; and policies and appropriations for increased law enforcement efforts and educational outreach that will be needed if the DEP proceeds with a rule that allows significant increase of boat slip densities and intensity of use of Florida's waters.  
Florida's publicly owned sovereignty submerged lands belong to all Floridians and must be protected for all Floridians including the conservation and preservation of pristine waters and habitats.  We strongly recommend the DEP consider not only access issues, but all use issues and all user groups including passive users.  As the human population continues to increase in Florida, so does the likelihood of increased threats to our precious resources.  We urge the DEP to err on the side of conservation and ensure adequate protection of Florida's resources over the long-term.

On behalf of our members, we thank you for your strong consideration on this matter.

Sincerely,

