July 27, 2004

Mary Gibbs, Director

Department of Community Development

P.O. Box 398

Fort Myers, FL 33902

Re:
Traffic on Pine Island Road and Development Orders

Dear Ms. Gibbs:

While Lee County and Pine Islanders defend the new Pine Island Community Plan, it is important that the County enforce the existing Plan. Failure to do so may result in further challenges once the new Plan is upheld if development orders are issued that should not have been approved under the existing Plan.

We believe that the that the County should immediately implement Policy 14.2.2 of the Lee Plan (the 910 Rule), which states, 

When traffic on Pine Island Road between Burnt Store Road and Stringfellow Boulevard reaches 910 peak hour, annual average two-way trips, the regulations will provide restrictions on the further issuance of residential development orders, or other measures to maintain the adopted level of service, until improvements can be made in accordance with this plan.

The 910 rule is further clarified in Section 2-48 of the Land Development Code.

According to the Lee County Department of Transportation’s Traffic Count Report, the peak hour, annual average two-way trips for Pine Island Road now exceeds the 910 limit. Therefore, pending development orders should not be approved, as provided in the Land Development Code. 

We understand that the County staff have suggested that enforcement of the 910 Rule should wait until the annual traffic concurrency report, which may not be adotped until December. But Policy 14.2.2 is not directly tied to the Transportation Element of the Lee Plan or to the Transportation Concurrency Management System of Objective 22.3. It is a self-executing Plan requirement.

We look forward to Lee County implementing this rule. If you have any questions regarding our position, please feel free to contact me at MattB@Conservancy.org, or 275-0330.

Sincerely,

Matt Bixler

Environmental Policy Specialist

Conservancy of Southwest Florida
2123 First Street
PO Box 1566
Fort Myers, FL 33902
cc: 
Lee County Board of County Commissioners

Scott Gilbertson, Director, Department of Transportation

