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February 20, 2006

TO: Lee Board of County Commissioners




FROM: David A. Urich, President of RGMC

RE: Babcock Ranch – Additional cost & additional land

 As I believe you know, I became President of RGMC last month.  Also, RGMC was one of the original supporters of the Babcock Preservation Partnership and one of the early donors to their fund.

While I had thought that above topic was scheduled for discussion on the 28th, today’s paper informs me that it will be again discussed tomorrow.  My information is that the increased cost for the land that Lee County is to buy is from two factors.  First, that the original land that had been appraised slightly more – about 1.5 million.  And secondly, there is a small additional piece of Lee County “transitional” land of some 28.5 acres offered at about $300,000 in additional cost.

Please approve this additional cost and additional land.  Any land that leaves the control of Kitson Partners leaves a little less for his proposed 50,000 person city.  Also, any land that is in the control of Lee County gives our taxpayers the most future control.

While one can make the case for the State buying the land, the history of the State’s work on this particular Babcock Project leads one to wonder if we would not be much safer if Lee County maintained full control of the Lee County land being bought.

This is a very important purchase, even if it looks like we have to accept the proposed new city on the County Line!  Much of the infrastructure cost will likely be the problem of Charlotte County, even though Kitson Partners will bear some of the cost.  We are VERY concerned about the lack of proper roads for evacuation of this proposed city of  50,000 and their related costs to Lee County.

RGMC is very glad that Lee County has always been in favor of the preservation of the Babcock Ranch, and we thank you for your efforts to date.
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