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Mr. Alvin H. Block, AICP

Lee County Department of Community Development

1500 Monroe Street

Fort Myers, FL  33901

February 20, 2006

Re: Green Meadow IPD

Dear Mr. Block:

The Responsible Growth Management Coalition is concerned about the requested permit for the Green Meadow IPD, case number DCI2003-00076.  The proposed project is inconsistent with policy 7.1.2 of the County’s Future Land Use Plan because it does not avoid negative impacts on surrounding land uses and traffic circulation.  The project is also contrary to the efforts of the Conservation 20/20 program, and may be harmful to wildlife and residents in southern Lehigh Acres.

Wild Turkey Strand Preserve, an over 2,000 acre preserve area directly adjacent to the proposed project, cost Lee County taxpayers over $6 million.  This preserve is located in the DRGR and is home to numerous listed species including wood storks, black bear, and multiple other wading birds.  In addition, this area constitutes Priority 2 panther habitat.
  The industrial activities associated with this mining operation will most likely be detrimental to the surrounding wildlife and the risk of environmental degradation so close to protected habitat is not acceptable.  

Almost three-quarters of this proposed project is in the area designated as DRGR.  The massive reorganization of land and water proposed for this project creates a serious concern.  Policy 1.4.5 of the Future Land Use element of the Lee Plan, referring to the DRGR, states “Land uses in these areas must be compatible with maintaining surface and groundwater levels at their historic levels.”  A decrease in elevation of up to 45 feet could severely affect the water table in the area, particularly in an area such as this, which remains flooded for most of the wet season.

Concerns regarding industrial pollutants and water quality degradation are also paramount.  The Lee County DRGR area is a vital water supply resource and the waters in this area act as headwaters for Estero Bay, an Outstanding Florida Water that continues to show degradation due to development in the region, despite its legal no-degradation standard.  The question of how to provide reasonable assurance that there will be no negative impact the water quality in the area must be fully addressed before any such permit can be contemplated.  Addressing the cumulative impacts of these sorts of activities must be more seriously considered as we determine the most compatible land use options for these areas of such vital importance to the community at large.
The physical impact and increased traffic upon this widely-used road, the noise and dust associated with mining operations and corresponding possibility of a negative effect on property values also indicates that this project is incompatible with Policy 2.2.1 of the Lee County Comprehensive Plan.  The Lee Plan’s description of the anticipated evolution of Lehigh Acres identifies that “This community will also struggle with providing an adequate road network to reduce traffic congestion as the population grows” (Vision Statement, Dec 2004).  This road remains a 2-lane roadway in the 2020 Financially Feasible Map for Lee County.  With the rate of growth occurring in Lehigh Acres and the lack of alternative routes, every effort needs to be made to maintain this road and to reserve the capacity for those who have already invested in the urban community to the north.  

Since this project is clearly incompatible with the word and intent of the Lee Plan, this rezone should be denied.  We urge you to deny the rezone and encourage the owners to offer this land to the conservation 20/20 program, a far lest costly use of this property for the county in the long run.  Please feel free to contact the RGMC with any questions you might have.

Sincerely,

David A. Urich

President

Responsible Growth Management Coalition
� Lee County Conservation 20/20 descriptions of acquired parcels #90 and #200
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